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CWC Lesson Plans: How Visuals Tell a Story

I will use this lesson when we are working on visual rhetoric and trying to understand how images can tell a story in a way that words alone can’t.
First, we’ll start with the Britney powerpoint, which contains 3 images of the same subject, in very different contexts. At each slide, I’ll ask them to tell me the story of that picture- there’s sexy Britney, trashy Britney, mommy Britney. I ask them to tell me how they know what they know about her by using support from the picture itself. We talk about context as well as lighting, contrast, composition, etc, and how these are all deliberate choices that make the picture what it is. 

Then I ask them to pull up the “Visual Fun” document on their computers while the last slide directs them on what to do. They’ll pair up and write about their assigned image together, telling a story and trying to interpret it. We’ll go around the room and everyone shares their reading of the photos, and then I’ll pull up the photos with the captions the photographer supplied. That leads us back into a conversation about context and framing, and how we understand things differently depending on how they’re presented to us.

A nice way to cap this lesson off is with the PostSecret journal- after we review the PostSecret site in class together, talking about how the words and images work together to create a different meaning, they will create their own PostSecret cards at home as a journal assignment. 

