CWC Activity: Bumper stickers


I like to use this activity at the beginning of the semester to introduce the students to the technology in the CWC. We start with the basics of PowerPoint and use one slide as a canvas. This activity allows students the opportunity to introduce themselves in a unique way. I find that it is also an effective invention activity. It complements any personal narrative paper, especially the crot paper and snapshots. Any piece in the “Identities” chapter in Beyond Words supplements this activity nicely. With my ENC1102 class this semester, we read Marjane Satrapi’s excerpt “The Veil” from her graphic novel Persepolis.

There are several goals of this activity:

1) Allow the students to introduce themselves to the class

2) Introduce students to the technology

3) Demonstrate that PowerPoint can be used for more than just slideshows and bullet points (these bumper stickers were saved as .jpg files)

4) Initiate the discussion of the relationship between textual and visual elements

5) Help to re-define composition for the 21st-century writing class

In class, after discussing “The Veil,” we begin talking about the idea of identity. Then, I ask the students to think about genre. Since “The Veil” is a graphic novel, this transitions nicely. We discuss different genre conventions and this leads to bumper stickers. This composition space has limits and expected conventions. I ask the students to think about how they would express their identity on a bumper sticker. I think this forces the students to think innovatively and creatively about composition. Then, I instruct them to open up PowerPoint. Using a single slide, they must create a bumper sticker that communicates their identity or a facet of it. After creating a single slide, I ask them to save the file as a .jpg. Then, they post the images to the class blog. With the time left in class, we go around the room and each student introduces him/herself and his/her bumper sticker. Especially at the beginning of the semester when some students are hesitant to talk, I found that this activity invites students to participate during class and offers them a comfortable environment to do so.
Below are 18 examples from my ENC1102 students this semester. Their emails are included:

	Anderson, Taylor 
	tda09c@fsu.edu

	Britt, Csentara 
	cnb09c@fsu.edu

	Chivite, Nicole 
	nec09c@fsu.edu

	Crow, Katie 
	klc09g@fsu.edu

	Dougherty, Kaitlin 
	ked09@fsu.edu

	Espendez, Rachel 
	rae09@fsu.edu

	Gibson, Darrin 
	dcg09g@fsu.edu

	Gonzalez, Rafael 
	rdg09@fsu.edu

	Gonzalez, Roberto 
	rjg09c@fsu.edu

	Henkel, Jane 
	jeh09c@fsu.edu

	Jentzen, Kayleigh 
	kbj09c@fsu.edu

	Johnson, Corey 
	cwj09@fsu.edu

	Peterson, Kelsey 
	kap09g@fsu.edu

	Petro, Brian 
	bjp09@fsu.edu

	Speicher, Colleen 
	cs09j@fsu.edu

	Trujillo, Gabriel 
	gat09@fsu.edu

	Tuttle, Rebecca 
	rmt09d@fsu.edu

	Wilson, Christopher 
	crw09c@fsu.edu
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