Online Chapbooks 
Stage One (finished site with questions for classmates): Due Nov. 23

Stage Two (FINAL): Due Dec. 2
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The Overall Idea: 

This project asks you to combine the strategies of literary journal websites, author websites, and writing blogs to create a space that displays your work and gives a public forum for you to discuss the writing process.  By creating a public audience for your work, I am hoping this assignment will give you and your writing an audience and purpose beyond this class and an opportunity to consider how your work changes when it is packaged as part of a larger collection. 

Your Group:  Based on your in-class writing, I have split you into the following groups, hoping I’ve found supportive communities with a diversity of perspective, skills, and knowledge.  Here they are:  ---
General Requirements.  Each group member will provide at least 5-10 pages of polished work, a 400-800 word writer’s note (examples from Best American Short Stories on Blackboard) that explains the process of writing this particular piece and how it compares to your previous work as a writer, and a short biography.   You are encouraged, but not required, to include images, songs, links, and anything else that helps us understand and appreciate your work.

Evaluation:  Your work will be evaluated based on the quality of writing, the design of the blog, and the substance of reflection.  Next class, after you have each begun preliminary research about website and blog design, we will generate a list of specific evaluation criteria, which I will post on Blakboard.
Homework for Next Class (3 Steps)

1.  Getting Set Up. I have given each of you an invitation via email to join your blog group.  This will look like:
You have been invited by Marian_Crotty to join a blog called XXX

Blogger is a free service for easily communicating and sharing ideas on the web.

Next Steps:

1. Please follow the link below. If you do not follow this link, you will not be able to logon to the correct blog.
What you need to do is accept the invitation and follow the directions.  

You will need to create an account with blogger.  If you are uncomfortable using your real name on the internet, you don’t need to; you may make-up any appropriate username you want, but make sure to write it down and let me know what it is in our next class.  

If you have not received an invitation, or if the process is too confusing, please send me an email right away, and I will set up a meeting time when I can walk you through the process.  

2.  Familiarizing Yourself With Blogger.  There are several popular web journal places on the web, but I have chosen “blogspot” because it has the easiest interface.  I will have administrative capabilities over each blog, so if you are irresponsible, you will be given a warning, and if this continues, you will then be removed from your group.  So please give careful consideration to what appropriate web ethics might include!   

Blogspot is located at www.blogger.com.  Once you have set up an account and are ready to begin posting, you will want to sign in and click on your blog link from the “dashboard.”  When you do this, you should see a screen that looks like this:  
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In this screen, you can create a new post, or you can go back and edit an old one if you are an “obsesser” and are fretting about an imperfection, typo, or glitch.  In order to create a new post, click on “Create New Post” and you should see this screen:
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Here are some other tips:

*Always do your work in Microsoft Word on your own computer and then copy and paste it.  Blogger will not paste all the italics/bold stuff, but it’s still worthwhile to use your own computer.  This way you don’t risk losing your important words because the blogger server is down.  You can also spellcheck this way.

*Use “block paragraphs” instead of tabbed paragraphs because they are easier to read on the internet.
*Blogger has fairly nice help directions on their dashboard.  If you want to know more about using sound, arranging image, etc… you might want to read these, or get someone familiar with blogger to go over everything with you.

*Check your work after you have “published” it to make sure it appears how you want it.

*If you want to tweak with the way the overall template looks—colors, backgrounds, etc—let me know and I’ll make you the web design boss.
3.  Learning About Blogs.  Take a half-hour or so to search the internet for writing blogs, author websites, the homepages of literary journals (some sites are listed on blackboard) and see what you can find out about them.  

Review chapter 14 in The McGraw-Hill Handbook.  

To research, you might try using a search engine to look for “best writing blogs.”  Google also has a blog search engine, and another option is the blogger sign-in toolbar, which can be used to look at a variety of blogs.  Please consider the following questions as you surf the net:

* Why do the writers want these journals to be public?

*  Who are these blogs being written for?  How do you know?

*  What different types of writing websites and blogs can you find?

*  Do you think some journals are more interesting than others?  Why?

*  Considering that you will be writing about our class texts and discussions, how do you think you will interest an audience? 
Change & play with fonts, colors, bold, italics, listings, etc.  
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Html option for you web gurus





Click this one to save your work and publish it online.  You can also save a draft.








